Def.  Doc.  No. 1773 

:  “  I  have  known  Mr.  Shigemitsu  for  many  years  as  a  man 
strongly  opoosed  to~ the  iJapanoae.  MJdiUagyyParty  and  their 
policy  of  aggression.  In  1932  he  plaved  the  part  of  a  hero 

when,  desperately  wounded  by  a  bomb  at  Shanghai,  he  protested 

0 

against  thq  outrage  being  used  to  delay  a  settlement  with  the 
Chinese  and  vised  all  his  great  influence  successfully  to  bring 
about  the  evacuation  of  the  town  by  the  Japanese.  As  regards 
China  generally,  I  always  found  him  both  then  and  later,  in 

favour  of  a  friendly  agreement  and  against  the  use  of  force. 

>• 

When,  Mr.  Shigemitsu  was  transferred  to  the  Qaimusho 

/  4k 

during  the  time  I  was  Ambassador  (195V193'Q)  I  saw  him  <  >'  •  * 

frequently  and  always  found  him  conciliatory  and  anxious  to 
settle  any  difficulty  amicably.  We  became  friendly  and  I  ■  jk* ' 
visited  him  constantly  when  he  was  Japanese  Ambassador  in 
London.  I  remember  on  one  occasion  ->hen  things  were  going  very 
badly  for  us  in  1910  -that  -  I  uskeilricixi  srW-ch  side  he  thought 
would  win  the  war.  He  thought  for  a  while  and  then  said:  \ 

MI  don't  think  the  Germans  will  win  but  I  don't  see  how  you 

can  either tMlJn  ray  numerous  conversations  from  him  I  gathered 

•  ^ 

the  strong  impression  that  he  would  not  welcome  a  German 
victory.  It  was  clear  that  he  dreaded  the  results  of  such  an 
end  to  the  war. 

On  no  occasion  did  I  hear  him  express  any  desire  for  an 
attack  on  the  Soviet  Union.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  convinced 
that  the  Interests  of  Japan  demanded  a  policy  of  peace. 
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On  no  occasion  did  I  hear  him  express  any  desire  for  an 

attack  on  the  Soviet  Union.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  convinced 

that  the  interests  of  Japan  demanded  a  policy  of  peace. 


WITNESS 

George  A.  Furness 


SIGNED 

Francis  0.  Lin  dley 
Dec.  26,  1946 


_  -  V. 
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I,  Francis  Oswald  Lindley,  a  Member  of  His  Majesty's 

Most  Honourable  Privy  Council,  of  The  Weir  House,  Alresford, 
Hants  England,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  make  oath  and 
«ay  that  the  attached  Photostatic  copy  is  a  true  copy  of  the 
Statement  dated  26th  December  1946  given  by  me  for  use  in 
evidence  in  the  trial  of  the  major  war  criminals  for  the 
International  Military  Tribunal  for  the  Far  East  now  sitting 
in  Tokyo,  and  that  such  statement  is  in  all  respects  true 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

I 

(Signed)  Francis  0.  Lindley 

SUBSCRIBED  and  3worn  to  before  me 
this  19th  d  .y  of  April  1947. 

(Signed)  0.  E.  R.  Shield 
A  Commissioner  for  Oaths. 
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